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1 . This action is in response to the application filed on February 1 1 , 2004. Claims 1 - 
22 are pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 8, the phrase "the AC sources" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office^action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the- claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1, 7 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
de Vries, U. S. Patent 6,433,444. 
Per claims 1 and 22: 

A) de Vries teaches the following claimed items: 

1 . a power distribution system with figure 2 and at column 3, lines 12-15; 

2. a first group of sources (power modules 203-205), a second group of 
sources (power modules 206-207 and a third alternate power module) and a 
bank of loads (loads 230) with the power modules and loads shown in figure 2, 
with the power module of figure 3, at column 3, lines 12-33 and 60-67, at column 
4, lines 22-31 and at column 6, lines 4-11; 

3. an interconnect arrangement including a plurality of interconnects 
connecting each load to the sources such that if any one or all sources of one of 
the groups of sources fails, all of the loads remain fully powered with transfer 
modules 208-210 and power distribution modules 212-214 of figure 2, -with figure 

4. at column 2, lines 62-66, at column 3, lines 12-33 and 60-67, at column 4, 
lines 57-65, at column 5, lines 7-30 and at column 5, line 36 - column 6, line 11. 
Per claim 7: 
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de Vries describes that the first group of sources are AC sources with figure 3 at 

column 3, lines 15-18 and at column 4, lines 43-47. 
8. Claims 2-6 and 8-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over de Vries, U. S. Patent 6,433,444 in view of Bobry, U. S. Patent 5,994,793. 

Per claims 9 and 11: 

A) de Vries teaches the following claimed items: 

1 . a power distribution system with figure 2 and at column 3, lines 1 2-1 5; 

2. a group of AC sources (power modules 203-205), a second group of 
sources (power modules 206-207 and a third alternate power module) and a 
bank of loads (loads 230) with the power modules and loads shown in figure 2, 

c 

with the power module of figure 3, at column 3, lines 12-33 and 60-67, at column 
4, lines 22-31 and at column 6, lines 4-1 1 ; 

3. an interconnect arrangement including a plurality of interconnects 
connecting each load to the sources such that if any one or all sources of one of 
the groups of sources fails, all of the loads remain fully powered with transfer 
modules 208-210 and power distribution modules 212-214 of figure 2, with figure 

4. at column 2, lines 62-66, at column 3, lines 12-33 and 60-67, at column 4, 
lines 57-65, at column 5, lines 7-30 and at column 5, line 36 - column 6, line 11. 

B) The claims differ from de Vries in that de Vries fails to explicitly teach that 
the second group of sources are a group of DC sources as claimed. 

C) However, de Vries describes providing a second group of sources 
(alternate power modules) that include a UPS that may supply backup power 
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using batteries with figure 3 and at column 5, lines 19-22. In addition, Bobry 
teaches that it is known to provide a power distribution system that includes a 
second group of sources that are a group of DC sources at column 1 , lines 46-65 
and at column 3, lines 43-51 . It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a power distribution 
system that includes a second group of sources that are a group of DC sources, 
as taught by Bobry, in order to provide an alternate power source capable of 
maintaining full uninterrupted power to critical loads when one or more of the 
primary power sources fail. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to combine de Vries and Bobry because of de Vries suggestion of 
providing redundancy in all systems of the power distribution system at column 2, 
lines 62-66 and because of Bobry's suggestion that it is known to use batteries or 
DC sources as a secondary power source at column 1 , lines 47-58. It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine de Vries and Bobry 
because they are both directed to the problem of providing uninterruptible power 
to critical loads in a power distribution system. 
Per claims 2-6, 8, 1 0 and 1 2-21 : 

Claims 2-6, 8, 10 and 12-21 recite various configurations of loads and 
corresponding power source configurations, de Vries describes that the system 
power requirements are determined by the power requirements and the amount 
of redundancy desired at the site at column 3, lines 39-51 . Therefore, the 
particular load and power source configurations are design choices and it would 
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have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide various power source configurations that match the power 
requirements of the loads being powered and the desired redundancy of the site. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Dennis M. Butler whose telephone number is 571-272- 

3663. The fax number for this unit is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
v published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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